BORDER-PASS USE LOW

Frequent-commuter program unpopular among pedestrians
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Six years after a trusted-traveler
program was launched to help speed
up border crossings for pedestrians, 95
percent of people who regularly walk
into San Ysidro from Mexico still don’t
have a SENTRI pass and lack a clear un-
derstanding of how the system works,
according to a new poll.

San Ysidro Pedestrian Port of En-
try Crossing survey was conducted last
month by the South County Economic
Development Council, with help from
the San Ysidro Chamber of Commerce. It
found that of those who don’t have a SEN-
TRI frequent-commuter pass, 22 percent
said they didn’t believe it would save them
time or was worth the cost. Twenty per-
cent said they didn’t know how to obtain
one and 15 percent said they had never
considered getting a SENTRI card.

Inaddition, 14 percent said they thought
they were ineligible. The rest of the re-
spondents gave other reasons, including
fears of having their legal status revoked.

“To wait over an hour, the elderly,
children, in the hot sun on a muggy
day, is not acceptable,” said Cindy
Gompper-Graves, CEO of the develop-
ment council. “We have to find a way to
make this work without compromising
security and commerce for either the

lutions in hopes of presenting a report
this week to U.S. Customs and Border
Protection Commissioner Alan Bersin,
who recently 1

cardholders to 75 percent.\

The agency said about 25 percent of
vehicles going through the San Ysidro
crossing have enrolled in the SENTRI
program, while 2 percent of pedestrians
have.

Customs and Border Patrol cooper-
ated with the survey’s coordinators,
said Jackie Dizdul, spokeswoman for
the agency.

“We will continue to work with our lo-
cal partners and with our international
partneys to increase SENTRI enroll-
ment,” she said. “We look forward to us-
ing this survey and other feedback from
the community as a starting point.”

SENTRI — Secure Electronic Network
for Traveler’s Rapid Inspection — allows
low-risk, preapproved travelers to be pro-
cessed quickly when entering the United
States. It's used at land ports of entry in
California, Arizona and Texas.

The program began in 1998 for driv-

_ers. In 2004, customs officials expanded

it to pedestrians. For two years, SENTRI
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HUNGER STRIKE ENDS AT DAY 11
FOR CONGRESSIONAL HOPEFUL

Activist sought debate with incufntﬁ{nt Hufier
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No one would have blamed him

~ ifhe'd indulged inacheeseburger

or slice of chocolate cake,

But Democratic congressio-
nal candidate Ray Lutz opted
for healthier fare Monday for his
first real meal in 11 days: a Greek
salad and a breadstick.

: » P
political activist admitted he
got nboult as. much traction
from the attention-seeking
move as possible. |

“1 am ready fo start eating
again," Lutz said inan i ew
Monday, his 53rd hirthday, be-
fore heading off to Pa #‘Oscar'n
restaurant in E]

He started a h trike at
sundown Aug, 12
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ENTRI identification program is empty as a line
States in San Ysidro. JOHN GIBBINS « UT b



